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Developing New Contacts in Your Community
Sales Events
Human Rights, International Development, and Fair Trade activists are likely to be receptive to Hatti Trading because they share Hatti Trading’s commitment to combating poverty and human trafficking and promoting Fair Trade and human dignity.  This section provides a wealth of contact information to help you make connections with people who have shown a demonstrated commitment to these ideals in your community.  

There are several national Fair Trade organizations active in the UK that coordinate networks of local activists.  You can easily identify Fair Trade activists in communities near you by contacting these organizations.  Due to data protection laws, the national organization may not feel comfortable giving you contact information for local groups directly.  However, they will typically be happy to help you get in touch with local activists by taking your name and phone number and asking the local group chairperson to contact you or by forwarding your e-mail to local contacts.  

The Fairtrade Foundation’s Fair Trade Towns Campaign.  The Fairtrade Foundation grants licenses to carry the fairtrade mark on commodities such as coffee, bananas, and cotton.  To raise the profile of Fair Trade and encourage greater supply and consumption of Fair Trade products, the Foundation coordinates a Fair Trade Towns Campaign.  Fair Trade Town campaigners in various cities, towns, and villages in the UK have organized Fair Trade Town Steering Committees that work to encourage their local shops to carry more Fair Trade products and to educate their local communities about Fair Trade.  You can learn more about Fair Trade Town Campaigns at www.fairtrade.org.uk/get_involved_fairtrade_towns.htm.  As of January 2006, 262 communities had achieved Fair Trade Town Status and 219 more had committees working toward this status.  You can find those near you at www.fairtrade.org.uk/downloads/pdf/Fairtrade_%20towns_list.pdf.  Many of these groups have their own websites, with information about their activities as well as local contact information.  You can find links to these websites at www.fairtrade.org.uk/resources_links.htm#Campaigns.  Contact the Fairtrade Foundation to request contact information for local groups without their own websites.  

In addition to certifying Fair Trade Towns, the Fairtrade Foundation also certifies Fair Trade Churches.  Even if you are not a church-going person, you may want to connect with churches in your area to find suitable events.  Many churches have standing committees that focus on issues of fair trade, anti-poverty work, or other international development issues.  Phone numbers for churches in your area can be found in your local telephone book.  Simply phone up and tell the pastor or receptionist why you are phoning and ask whether they might be able to put you in touch with parishioners who are interested in these issues.  
The Fairtrade Foundation also certifies Fair Trade Universities.  The Fairtrade Foundation may be able to provide Fair Trade contacts for universities near you.  People & the Planet is a student organization with affiliate groups at universities throughout the UK campaigning on fair trade, human rights, and environmental issues.  See http://peopleandplanet.org/.  Contact information for affiliate groups at universities near you can be found at http://peopleandplanet.org/universities/groupslist/. 

Traidcraft Fair Traders. Traidcraft is a leading UK-based organization working to combat global poverty through Fair Trade.  They support Fair Trade producer groups around the world and distribute a wide variety of Fair Trade goods—both food and handicraft items.  See generally www.traidcraft.com.  Many Traidcraft products are widely distributed through supermarkets as well as Fair Trade shops.  Traidcraft also coordinates a network of over 5,000 Traidcraft “Fair Traders” who distribute Traidcraft products in their local communities, primarily through churches.  They also sponsor an interactive on-line community, www.traidcraftinteractive.org.uk/.  You can find Traidcraft Fair Traders near you by registering for Traidcraft Interactive and posting a message seeking contacts from other members in your area, or simply phone or e-mail Traidcraft requesting to be put in touch with local Fair Traders.  These activists are likely to be well-connected to others in your area who are enthusiastic about fair trade and may know of events you can go along to.  

Tearcraft Sellers.  Like Traidcraft, Tearcraft is a UK-based organization that supports and purchases goods from numerous producer groups around the world on fair trade terms.  Their focus is on handicrafts, not food items, and they have a network of over 1,000 Tearcraft Sellers throughout the UK and Ireland.   See www.tearcraft.org/cgi-bin/tcraft.  You can access a list including the names, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses of Tearcraft Sellers near you at www.tearfund.org/webdocs/Website/Tearcraft/Documents/Web%20account%20Listing.pdf.  

Two of the leading human rights organizations in the UK addressing human trafficking are Amnesty International and Anti-Slavery International.  Both of these organizations coordinate local activitst groups.  To find groups near you, see www.amnesty.org.uk/action/localgroups/ and www.antislavery.org/2007/links.html#cg.  

The World Development Movement (WDM) works to tackle the root causes of world poverty, including campaigning for fairer world trade.  See generally www.wdm.org.uk.  The WDM also organizes supporters into local activist groups.  You can find a list of local WDM groups and contacts near you at www.wdm.org.uk/groups/contacts/index.htm.  

Oxfam is another leading anti-poverty organisation.  See generally www.oxfam.org.uk.  Although Oxfam does not organise local groups, many communities have an Oxfam shop staffed by local volunteers.  Why not step into an Oxfam shop near you and, when business is slow, approach the volunteer staffing the shop to tell them about Hatti Trading, and ask whether she knows of any local events?  You can find Oxfam shops in your area at www.multimap.com/clients/places.cgi?client=oxfam3.   

You may be able to identify other local groups in your area that have regular meeting times or publicly available contact information and who are likely to be receptive to Hatti Trading.  For example, the Women’s Institute is a strong supporter of Fair Trade.  The National Federation of Women’s Institutes is a founder member of the Fairtrade Foundation and many local groups support fair trade by hosting speakers on Fair Trade and other international development topics, or by sponsoring a Fair Trade Christmas market.  Some groups may be happy to have you attend one of their regular meetings to give a brief presentation about Hatti Trading and sell products.  Some may even ask you to provide a longer presentation as a featured speaker for a meeting (see “Public Speaking Opportunities,” below).  You can find WI groups near you at www.womens-institute.org.uk/federations/index.shtml.  

Tabling at Public Events
Events to Look For

Public events, especially those likely to attract people interested in fair trade, international development, or human rights issues, can also provide a forum for getting the word out about Hatti Trading.
Every year, the Fairtrade Foundation coordinates Fairtrade Fortnight in mid March, during which time Fair Trade Town Committees throughout the UK host events such as Fair Trade Markets, Fair Trade Fashion Shows, Fair Trade Coffee Mornings, and other events to raise public awareness about Fair Trade.  As Fairtrade Fortnight approaches, contact Fair Trade Town Steering Committees near you or check the Fairtrade Foundation’s events calendar at http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/calindex.shtml as well as the websites of local Fair Trade groups to find out what is being planned in your area and inquire as to whether you might be able publicize Hatti Trading and/or set up a market stall at events near you.  Some Fair Trade groups also put on Fair Trade Christmas markets, so it is also worthwhile checking in the autumn to see what is being planned as Christmas approaches.

Making the Most of Tabling Events
Table top events attract many browsers who have not necessarily come to purchase anything specific, but will impulse buy.  The Office can advise you on the best products to invest in for these events, but to make the most of a table top or market type event you will need to invest in some stock.
If you will be appearing at a number of market events in the region during a short period of time (such as during Fairtrade Fortnight), prepare a flyer listing all of the places you will have a stall – customers who come to your first event may be interested in referring friends to upcoming events.  

Some events, such as Fair Trade Christmas markets, might also provide a good opportunity to make direct sales to customers, but only if you have an inventory of stock to sell directly to customers.  
Public Speaking Opportunities
Hatti Trading presents a compelling story about the problems of poverty and human trafficking in Nepal, the work that The Esther Benjamins Trust, Maiti Nepal, the Women’s Development Project, and the Association for Craft Producers are doing to tackle these problems, and how Hatti Trading is an important partner in combating poverty and human trafficking through fair trade.  There are many organizations – local WI chapters, church groups, WDM groups, People & the Planet student groups, for example – that might be interested in learning more about Hatti Trading and its mission than is offered in the brief presentation made at parties.  

