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These questions have come up in many of my discussions about trafficking, at parties and other events.  Please familiarise yourself with the questions and answers or use this document as a guide to respond to questions at parties.

If you get any questions you can’t answer, please email me with the questions and I will provide you with the correct answer and also let other PPAs know because if you receive a questions, it is likely that other PPAs will get the same question.

Also, because of the subject matter we are dealing with, it is very important that you don’t bluff or give an answer when you are not sure, it is better to tell someone that you will find out and get back to them (get their email address), than it is to give misinformation.

1) How much of the money goes back to the girls in Nepal?
(You will get asked this question at almost every party.)
We don’t send money back to the girls in Nepal; they get paid a monthly salary up front to ensure their income.  If we sent money back, the girls would be waiting months and even years sometimes for the bags to sell.  Hatti pays for everything in advance, so there is money for raw materials, then Hatti takes the risk and responsibility for making sure the bags sell.  It also pays for shipping costs and carries the cost of any returns or refunds.

2) Are these girls mostly sold into prostitution by their own parents?

Certainly there are parents who sell their own children into slavery, usually they don’t have the education or awareness to understand what will happen to their children and are tricked into it by lies and promises of a new life.  In some cases it is the difference between barely scraping by and total destitution.  Sadly, in other cases, a girl’s life pays for a new roof or a TV set.  However, there are also many other ways in which girls are trafficked; they may be ‘sold’ by a village member or relative, tricked by a false job offer or false marriage or kidnapped outright.  Some go willingly in an attempt to help their families, not understanding the conditions waiting for them in the brothels or what they are expected to do.  Many parents have had daughters disappear and have no way to find their child – she may return after years of exploitation or disappear forever.

In different regions of the world people have different attitudes towards selling girls – it may be openly acceptable, or shameful and secret.  Worst of all, n parts of the former Soviet Republics and Southeast Asia, babies are actually bred for sale to brothels.

In countries where it is desirable to have boys rather than girls, there have even been cases of nurses or doctors being bribed to swap a girl for a boy, then the baby girl is left orphaned and sometimes sold.
3) Why don’t they want girls and why is it the girls are sold and not boys?

In some countries it is more desirable to have boys because it is the responsibility of the sons to look after parents when they are old.  They don’t have pensions, so the only way a parent can ensure they are cared for in later life is to have sons.  In the attempt to have more sons, they often give birth to girls in the process; girls are just a burden on the family; it is traditional for the parents to pay a dowry to the daughter’s potential husband’s family and ultimately that daughter will go and look after someone else instead.  In very poor families, if they have lots of girls, it means lots of expense in food a dowries, so they look for other ways of handing over the responsibility for them to someone else.

4) How many girls and children are trafficked in Nepal

Data about trafficked women and children is contradictory because of the clandestine nature of this crime and lack of consensus on the definition of trafficking.  However, undercover studies have put the number of girls and women trafficked every year, particularly to India for the commercial sex trade as high as 16,000.

5) Are Western men the most common clients at the Asian brothels which exploit these girls?

No, despite some high-profile cases of sex tourism and paedophilia, Western men are actually very much the minority in Asian brothels. Local men and other Asians are by far the most common visitors to brothels in Asia.  For a dollar, the poorest rickshaw driver can buy 20 minutes of sex with a girl – it is a popular and acceptable form of entertainment in most Asian cities.  Japanese men often celebrate the closing of a business deal by having sex with virgins.  However, Western men certainly contribute to the problem – there is often a marked increase in trafficking of young girls near military bases.  Young girls are simply the cheapest and most compliant form of sexual labourer.

6) Do you really think there is any hope for ending sex trafficking?

Yes, I really do.   Certainly the problem is enormous (a million new children trafficked early into sexual exploitation) and may seem impossible to fix.  But consider the fact that slavery in America was at one time just as entrenched, and woven into the fabric of their economy.  It too a critical mass of people who became so outraged, so vocal, so unwilling to accept this evil, that finally the situation had to be addressed by the entire country.  Other situations such as women’s suffrage have taken generations of activism to address, but justice has ultimately prevailed.
The mission of Hatti Trading is to help create this critical mass – a network of people who are educated about trafficking and willing to stand up against it.  Once we have enough people who truly care and understand the problem, we can ask our government to bring political pressure to bear on countries that tolerate slavery.    We can fight for international laws to protect girls and punish offenders.

In the first instance, we can create economic alternatives for girls at high risk and prevent girls being re-trafficked.  Trafficking is fuelled by money and power, those who are unscrupulous about how they earn a living prey on those who are desperate for survival, so if we can help to create a situation where a family or young girl is not desperate and has a job, then it is unlikely that she will become a victim.

7) Why sell bags? Can it really have an impact?

In the short term, as our nationwide network of abolitionists is growing, we can contribute financially to the efforts of anti-trafficking groups overseas, by buying these products made by survivors.  The money from your purchase helps to pay for the care and long-term self sufficiency of survivors, but also helps fund prevention programmes for high-risk girls, legal advocacy and programmes aimed to change social attitudes towards trafficking and to educate police, judiciary and journalists on the issue.  All of these programmes are already having an impact in the countries where these organisations work.  Our purchase of products has already sparked the creation of a brand-new handicrafts workshop for survivors in Kathmandu, Nepal

However, the biggest immediate impact we have is to provide jobs, independence, empowerment and hope to those survivors.
8) We are always being asked to give money to disasters and relieve poverty abroad, what is different about this and how do we know our money is going to where it is needed and not held up in some bank account somewhere.

Hatti Trading is working at grass roots level.  There are no government organisations or big business involved and the women are paid directly for their work.  The work we do sneaks under the radars of the Nepalese Government so nothing is taken away.  

9) How do the girls get rescued?

Some girls have managed to escape from brothels on their own, or have been cut loose when AIDS symptoms become obvious.  Others are rescued by local and international anti-trafficking organisations such as International Justice Mission, AFESIP, Maiti Nepal, the Esther Benjamin’s Trust and others.  These groups have forged relationships with local police who accompany survivors back into the brothels to rescue girls under 18, or kept in the circus or brothel against their will.  Since local police often participate in the system as clients, or by extorting bribes, it is essential to find those in the police force who will be willing to go against the grain.  The details of rescue operations have to be handled with the utmost secrecy to prevent information leaks; otherwise, when the police arrive at brothels, all minor children will be hidden away behind walls or underground.
10) What happens to girls after they are rescued?

Without some serious help and support, it is difficult for trafficking victims to be reintegrated into society.  They are often ostracised, blamed for what was done to them, and unwanted by their families.  Many are suffering from HIV/AIDS or tuberculosis by the time they get out of forced prostitution; make it impossible for them to find work.  Many are illiterate and have little or no schooling.

The organisations that Hatti supports provide long-term aftercare to trafficking survivors.

In the case of the Ether Benjamin’s Trust, immediately after leaving the circuses, the children often need medical and psychological care and they are given safe housing in a family environment and an education.  In the case of organisations like Maiti Nepal, the girls need intensive medical and psychological care to overcome their physical and emotional trauma.  As time goes on, they all need education job training, job opportunities and ongoing support so they can become self-sufficient.

If it is safe to do so, the young women and children can also choose to return to their families and villages.  Our partner organisations provide them with a micro-loan to start their own small business in the village or help pay for education if the girl wants to go to school.

11) What about trafficking in the UK?

Currently, there is no legislation in the UK that pertains particularly to the trafficking of people into, or out of, the UK.  Legislation does exist which can be used to convict those involved in prostitution, but trafficking as such as yet to be made illegal.  Legislation also exists in the form of the Sexual Offences Act 1956 and Offences against a Person Act 1861 which relate to the offences of rape, assault and murder, which may be been inflicted on the trafficked victim.

Based on statistics and figures from 1998, it can be estimated that between 142 and 1420 women are trafficked into the UK each year and this is certainly on the increase as former members of the Soviet Union join the EEC and the movement of people towards profitable Western European countries increases.  No one really knows.

12) Is anyone making money off this?

Hatti Trading is a business not a charity.  However, the ethos of Hatti Trading is empowering women anywhere, not only in Nepal or Developing Countries but also in the UK.  It is a business run by women for women.  Party Plan Agents earn a 20% commission on each product sold helping women here to start their own businesses as self-employed Agents.   This helps us to grow the network of Party Plan Agents and the more Agents we have, the more parties are held and the more products re sold which is keeping women in Nepal in work and helping them to become financially independent.

13) When Hatti Trading sells products, where does the money go?

Currently, the majority of the money raised from the sale of products is reinvested to purchase more products.  This reinvestment allows our partner organisations overseas to grow and develop their workshop and self-sufficiency programmes at the same time as our organisation grows here in the UK.  
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